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"Meat is not essential," he contended. "A scientific food,
such as I have described, will not only take the place of milk,
but meat. As for the horse, he is a twelve-hundred-pound
haymotor of one horse power. A little machine half his size
will equal twenty of him."
Mr. Ford believed then and still believes implicitly in the
decentralization of industry. He is convinced that the farmer
wastes time "slaving in winter for a few cows" and might
well be gaining revenue if the source of revenue is brought
close enough to him. American cities have injurious effects
on mental, moral and physical life, he told me. Twenty-five
years ago, he said m 1921, there were only four automobiles
in the United States and thirty-five years prior to that time
there were no electric street cars. Fifteen years prior to 1921,
he said, there were no farm tractors, or airships. The wireless
had not been discovered.
As I sat talking to Mr. Ford it struck me that, after all,
the next half century might well see the beginning of a
comparatively cowless, horseless, milkless, meatless era in
which the city laborer had become a joint mechanical farmer-
laborer and the farmer holding all the advantages of the
two.
I talked at great length to the motor manufacturer and
took no notes until after he had departed for his home in
Dearborn and I had boarded an interurban car for Detroit.
The following day I again talked with him and then wired
the interview to New York.
The manufacturer's views were widely published and com-
mented upon in newspapers and periodicals both in the
United States and abroad. Time proved the Ford Company's
complete independence of Wall Street. The company pulled
out of the 1921 depression by the simple expedient of
obliging its horde of dealer agents to buy and sell more Ford